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WELLINGTON, 3 DECEMBER 2008

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
I am pleased to present my second report as Chairman of the NZ International Business Forum for our second year of operations.

At the outset I should like to express my thanks to my fellow directors for the support they have given our relatively new organisation.  The Board met four times in 2007-08 to make progress on the strategic plan we adopted in 2007.  The Board was fortunate also in meeting with the Minister of Trade, the Opposition Spokesperson on Trade and senior officials.  Over the last year we successfully initiated our Japan project and further developed the influence and reputation of NZIBF as a powerful voice in support of New Zealand’s international business.

In May 2008 the first ever Japan NZ Partnership Forum was held in Tokyo with over 90 delegates.  The Forum – described by NBR as a “signature achievement” - exceeded expectations in terms of participation on the Japanese side as well as progress made towards a future FTA with Japan.  With effective chairing by Mr Yoshihiko Miyauchi and Hon Philip Burdon, the Forum’s theme – “New Thinking, New Partnership” - provided an effective means of addressing some significant business challenges faced by both countries and highlighting the potential for expanded co-operation.  
The Forum provided an ideal platform for the announcement of a joint study which the Prime Minister agreed with her Japanese counterpart.    A number of significant Japanese organisations supported the event and the assistance of NZ Ambassador Ian Kennedy and the Embassy team in Tokyo was invaluable. The event was well prepared and managed – the social events, creative elements and collateral materials all added to the Forum’s impact and substance.  The event also attracted significant sponsorship as well as media attention.   
Thanks are due to the New Zealand Government, which through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade, supported both the development of the project and the Forum event itself, as well as to the Japanese Ambassador in Wellington, HE Toshihiro Takahashi who has been a good friend to us. 

While NZIBF can be well satisfied with the Forum’s outcome, further investment will be required to achieve the goal of an FTA and secure New Zealand’s position in the Japanese market.   We are therefore continuing our work on Japan and have in hand plans for a second Forum to be held in Tokyo in 2009 along with supporting activity in New Zealand.
Progress has also been made in preparing the ground for a future NZIBF project in Korea.  Following the Tokyo Forum several Board members travelled to Seoul to join the Prime Minister at a dinner with Korean business leaders.  We believe there is a role for NZIBF to play in supporting the FTA negotiation which is now getting underway and we look forward to the roll-out of this project in 2009.

While Japan has provided the main focus for NZIBF activity in 2008 we have also monitored other key developments particularly with regard to the WTO, China, ASEAN, Korea and the negotiation of the Trans Pacific negotiation with the United States.  The Board has been kept informed of key developments and our views on these issues have been widely carried in the press as well as on our newly established website www.nzibf.co.nz. Our website is a useful reference point for anyone with interests in international trade developments.  
As well as a vehicle for getting things done NZIBF is a useful forum for discussion of strategic issues affecting New Zealand’s international business and the Board’s discussions have also focused on other areas of interest including climate change, food miles and investment.  

I record my thanks to directors who have left us during the year - John Maasland (Auckland International Airport) and Tony Nowell (Zespri) - and welcome those new directors who have joined us - Murray Denyer (Zespri) and Peter Clark (P F Olsen Group). I acknowledge the contribution that was made to our organisation by Mark Jeffries (Meat and Wool NZ) and Philip Turner (Fonterra).    
I am greatly appreciative of considerable skills Stephen Jacobi brings to us as our Executive Director.  He is largely the public face of NZIBF and has served us so ably since our establishment.  He is well supported by Associate Director Gabrielle Rush.

Lastly, I am conscious that NZIBF works with a wide range of other business organisations both within and beyond our core membership.  To all those who have assisted us over the last year I extend my thanks and best wishes.
Graeme Harrison

Chairman

